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Tel.:  Felling  692251  Health  Department, 

Davidson  Street, 
Felling. 

June,  1971. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Urban  District  Council  of  Felling. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  on  the  Health  of  the  Urban  District  and  the  work  in 
the  Health  Department  for  the  year  1969. 

According  to  the  Registrar  General’s  estimate,  the  population 
of  the  Urban  District  at  mid-June,  1969,  was  39,030,  compared  with 
39,010  for  the  previous  year. 

The  birth  rate  was  14*3  per  1,000  population,  compared  with 
15-0  in  1968,  the  standardised  rate  (i.e.,  adjust  for  age  and  sex 
distribution  of  the  population)  being  13-3,  which  was  less  than  the 
figure  of  16-3  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  infant  mortality  fell  to  16-0  (the  lowest  recorded  in  Felling) 
compared  with  23-9  for  1968.  The  national  figure  for  England  and 
Wales  was  18*0  which  was  the  lowest  ever  recorded. 

There  was,  however,  only  nine  infant  deaths  as  compared  with 
14  in  1968.  Of  these  nine  deaths,  I am  glad  to  say  four  were  un- 
avoidable, being  congenital. 

The  standardised  death  rate  was  15-5,  compared  with  13*6 
during  1968,  again  exceeding  that  of  11-9  for  England  and  Wales. 

Heart  disease  and  cancer  still  continue  to  be  the  most  important 
causes  of  death  and  were  responsible  for  54  per  cent  of  the  total 
mortality.  Coronary  disease  was  responsible  during  the  year  for  the 
death  of  49  males  and  40  females.  This  was  a decrease  compared 
with  1968  and  was  still  the  commonest  single  cause  of  death : combined 
with  other  forms  of  heart  disease. 

I have  to  report  that  the  number  of  deaths  from  lung  cancer 
increased  as  against  1968.  The  1965  drop  I credited  to  the  much 
cleaner  air  that  now  obtains  in  Felling,  so  I must  once  again  place 
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the  blame  where  I am  sure  it  inevitably  lies,  i.e.,  cigarette  smoking. 
Although  cigarette  smoking  has  proved  to  have  a definite  relationship 
to  lung  cancer,  it  must  also  be  borne  in  mind  that  it  has  been  found 
to  be  a leading  cause  in  coronary  disease.  I cannot  too  strongly 
stress  the  danger  of  this  form  of  drug  addiction. 

This  is  my  seventh  Annual  Report  since  I was  appointed  in 
June,  1963. 

In  closing  I should  like  to  express  my  appreciation  to  all  the 
Councillors  and  also  the  members  of  the  Health  staff  who  have  made 
my  work  so  much  easier  by  their  help  and  co-operation. 

HUBERT  C.  WEIR, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  “A.” 


Statistics  of  the  Area 


(a)  General  Statistics. 

Area  of  the  Urban  District  in  acres  ....  ....  3,325 

Estimated  Resident  Population  (mid-June,  1969)....  39,030 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  ....  ....  ....  13,308 

(Including  Council  Houaei) 

Number  of  Council  Houses....  ....  ....  ....  7,805 

Rateable  Value  (31st  March,  1969)  ....  £1,111,043 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  (31st  March,  1970)  £4,600 


(b)  Physical  and  Social  Conditions. 

(1)  Description  of  the  Area. 

The  shape  of  the  Urban  District  is  roughly  square,  the  northern 
boundary  being  formed  by  the  River  Tyne  with  a steep-sided  fore- 
shore of  about  two  miles  in  length.  The  Urban  District  is  bounded 
to  the  west  by  Gateshead  County  Borough  and  to  the  south  by 
Washington  Urban  District  ; the  eastern  boundary  is  formed  to  the 
north  by  Hebburn  Urban  District  and  to  the  south  by  Boldon  Urban 
District.  Part  of  the  south  boundary  is  formed  by  Gateshead  Fell, 
which  rises  to  about  600  feet  above  sea  level,  and  whence  there  is  a 
gradual  fall  to  the  River. 

The  main  industries  of  the  district  are  engineering,  coal-mining, 
building  construction,  chemical  and  paint  manufacture,  marine 
engineering,  etc. 

(2)  Employment  in  the  Area. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  S.  Thompson,  Manager,  Employment 
Exchange,  Felling,  for  the  following  figures  on  employment,  unem- 
ployment and  disability  in  the  area. 
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(3)  Industrial  Structure  of  the  Urban  District — Estimated  Figures  at 


June^  1969 


Industry 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Primary  Production — 

Agriculture  and  Horticulture 

Mining  and  Quarrying 

^ 212 

3 

215 

Manufacturing  Industries — 

Food  and  Drink 

72 

38 

no 

Chemicals,  Paints  and  Allied  Industries  .... 

478 

181 

659 

Metal  and  Metal  Goods  Manufacture 

21 

— 

21 

Engineering,  Electrical  Goods  and  Shipbuilding  .. 

1,339 

138 

1,477 

Textiles  and  Clothing  Manufacture 

110 

658 

768 

Bricks,  Timber,  Furniture,  etc 

257 

32 

289 

Other  Manufacturing  Industries  .... 

376 

204 

580 

Service  Industries,  Trades  and  Professions — 

Construction  .... 

1,423 

37 

1,460 

Transport  and  Communications 

281 

24 

305 

Distributive  Trades  .... 

Professional  and  Scientific  Services  (including 

1030 

780 

1,810 

Education) 

506 

1,065 

1,571 

Public  Administration 

236 

55 

291 

Miscellaneous  Services 

30 

15 

45 

June,  1969 

6,371 

3,230 

9,601 

June,  1968 

6,380 

3,083 

9,463 

The  total  of  insured  employees  shows  an  overall  increase  of 
138  (—9  men,  +147  females),  compared  with  1968. 

The  decrease  of  those  employed  in  mining,  food  manufacture, 
chemicals  and  allied  industries,  together  with  small  decreases  in  metal 
manufacture,  textiles,  bricks,  timber  and  furniture,  miscellaneous 
manufacturing  and  transport  and  communications,  has  been  off-set 
by  increases  in  construction,  distributive  trades,  service  trades,  with 
small  increases  in  mechanical  engineering  and  clothing. 

The  Felling  Industrial  Estate  is  a site  for  new  industry  and  should 
show  an  improvement  in  employment  as  employers  are  attracted  to 
the  area. 

(4)  Unemployment, 

Unemployment  amongst  men  rose  sharply  from  December,  1968, 
to  January,  1969,  mainly  because  of  mining  redundancies  and  a high 
incidence  of  unemployment  in  construction;  thereafter,  during  1969, 
numbers  of  unemployed  fluctuated  between  650  and  750  with  a slight 
easing  of  the  position  in  the  summer  months.  This  was  a general 
problem  in  many  areas  in  the  Northern  Region  where  difficulties 
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arose  with  redundancies,  rationalisation  and  high  unemployment  in 
the  construction  industry  early  and  late  months  of  the  year. 
Unemployment  amongst  women  remained  at  a steady  level. 

The  trends  in  the  area  were  in  line  with  the  Regional  and  National 
figures  and  are  as  follows; 


Numbers  on  Register 


Date 

Men 

Women 

Total 

December,  1967... 

440 

87 

527 

December,  1968 

626 

93 

719 

December,  1969... 

717 

88 

805 

Youth  Unemployment 

The  unemployment  register  of  young  persons,  December,  1969, 
mainly  comprised  of  lesser-able  school-leavers,  and  of  the  older  age 
group  years).  This  is  a recurring  factor  in  the  area. 


Numbers  on  Register 


Date 

Boys 

Girls 

December,  1967 

42 

9 

December,  1968 

28 

4 

December,  1969 

35 

7 

The  Register  of  Disabled  Persons,  December,  1969:  1 male 
and  1 female  in  employment. 


(5)  Disabled  Persons 

{a)  Total  number  of  Registered  Disabled  Persons. 


Date 

Number 

April,  1967  

488 

April,  1968  

Figures  not  available 

(500  approx.) 

April,  1969  

540 
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(b)  Numbers  of  unemployed  Registered  Disabled  Persons. 


Date 

Section  1* 

Section  2* 

Totals 

Men 

Women 

Men 

Women 

December,  1967  .... 

68 

10 

8 

2 

88 

December,  1968  .... 

96 

15 

10 

1 

122 

December,  1969  .... 

90 

19 

9 

1 

119 

'‘^Section  1 — Suitable  for  employment  in  open  industry. 

* Section  2 — Suitable  for  employment  only  in  sheltered  conditions. 

These  figures  show : 

(d)  Slight  increase  shown  in  total  number  of  Registered  Disabled 
Persons  probably  relates  to  an  increase  in  the  older  age  groups 
becoming  unemployed  . 

(b)  Significant  increase  in  unemployed  Registered  Disabled 
Persons  proportionate  from  1967  to  1968  then  levelling  out 
in  1969. 

(6)  Report  for  young  persons  awaited  from  Careers  Office,  Hebburn. 

(7)  Government  Training  Centrej Industrial  Rehabilitation  Unit. 

The  Government  Training  Centre  and  Industrial  Rehabilitation 
Unit,  Green  Lane,  Felling,  is  one  of  the  largest  in  the  country. 
Training  in  the  following  trades,  plus  places  for  electrical  and  general 
engineering  apprentices,  is  provided. 

Engineering  Trades. 

Draughtsmanship,  Precision  Fitting,  Instrument  Fitting  and 
Machining,  Centre  Lathe  Turning,  Turning  and  Boring, 
Capstan  Setter  Operating,  Milling  Machine  Setter  Operat- 
ing, Precision  Grinding,  Instrument  Mechanics  and  Jig  and 
Tool  Fitting,  Welding,  Machine  Tool  Maintenance  Fitting, 
Sheet  and  Plate  Metal  Fabrication  and  Welding,  Boring. 
Building  Trades. 

Paviors,  Bricklayers,  Carpenters,  Heating  and  Ventilating. 
Miscellaneous  Trades. 

Gentlemen’s  Hairdressing,  Radio  and  Electronics,  Motor 
Vehicle  Repairing,  Heavy  Vehicle  Repair  and  Maintenance. 

The  Industrial  Rehabilitation  Unit  provides  courses  up  to  a 
maximum  of  12  weeks,  and  in  certain  cases  for  26  weeks  to  tone  up, 
assess  and  guide  in  the  main  disabled  persons,  persons  just  recovered 
from  long  periods  of  sickness,  and  certain  able-bodied  people  who 
are  in  need  of  assessment. 
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The  catchment  area  of  the  Unit  consists  of  the  four  Northern 
Counties  and  North  Riding  of  Yorkshire.  Hostel  accommodation  is 
available  at  Finchale  Training  College  for  rehabilitees  who  live  beyond 
daily  travelling  distance.  Applications  for  training  or  for  Industrial 
Rehabilitation  should  be  made  at  any  Employment  Exchange. 
Detailed  information  can  also  be  obtained  from  the  appropriate 
Employment  Exchange. 

A total  of  646  persons  (594  males  and  52  females)  were  admitted 
to  the  Department  of  Employment  Industrial  Rehabilitation  Unit. 
Most  of  these  persons  were  from  the  North  East  of  England,  and 
included  22  males  and  2 females  from  the  Felling  Employment 
Exchange  area. 

Most  of  these  people  had  a mental  or  physical  disability  and  were 
recommended  on  medical  advice  from  hospitals,  works  medical 
officers,  welfare  agencies.  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security 
examining  doctors,  but  also  by  disablement  resettlement  officers 
located  at  each  Employment  Exchange. 

The  main  objects  of  a course  of  Industrial  Rehabilitation  are  as 
follows ; 

{a)  to  build  up  employment  capacity  and  restore  mental  and 
physical  tone, 

(b)  to  restore  confidence  in  their  working  ability  in  people  who 
have  had  an  injury  or  disease,  possibly  rendering  them 
incapable  of  their  former  employment, 

(c)  to  make  a skilled  assessment  of  working  capacity,  aptitudes 
and  skills. 


An  analysis  of  the  disabilities  of  the  persons  admitted  during 
the  year  is  as  follows ; Per  cent. 


Arthritis  and  Rheumatism 
Diseases  of  the  Digestive  System 

„ „ Heart  and  Circulatory  System 

„ ,,  Respiratory  System 

Eye  and  Ear  Defects 
Head  and  Trunk  Injuries 
Deformities  and  Injuries  of  the  Limbs.  .. 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Spine  — 

Psychoneurosis 
Mental  Subnormality 
Epilepsy  .... 

No  Disability  


2-1 

4-8 

8-0 

10-2 

4*2 

3- 7 
13*3 
15-6 

7*4 

4- 2 
4-2 
7-3 
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Able-bodied  persons  shown  on  previous  page,  most  of  whom 
have  been  unemployed  for  a long  time,  were  admitted  with  a view 
to  restoring  them  to  working  habits  and  fitness. 

The  progress  of  a person  completing  a course  is  followed  up  by 
enquiry  for  a period  of  six  months  after  the  course  is  completed.  The 
results  for  this  period  show  that  65*5  per  cent,  have  been  placed  in 
satisfactory  employment  or  have  commenced  training  at  a Govern- 
ment Training  Centre.  This  shows  a welcome  improvement  on  the 
previous  year’s  figure. 

The  Centre  Manager  is  Mr.  W.  V.  Luckham,  who  is  assisted  by 
Mr.  F.  H.  Dobson  (Rehabilitation  Officer),  Mr.  W.  E.  Roue  (Deputy 
Manager),  Dr.  D.  A.  Leahy  (Unit  Medical  Officer),  Mrs.  J.  Kingham 
(Occupational  Psychologist),  Mrs.  M.  M.  Zawadzka  (Social  Worker), 
Mr.  G.  Hinds  (Disablement  Resettlement  Officer)  and  Mr.  R. 
Crichton  (Chief  Occupational  Supervisor). 


(c)  Vital  Statistics. 
Population  39,030 


Live  Births — - 

Males  Females 

Total 

Total  

....  302 

256 

558 

Legitimate 

....  289 

234 

523 

Illegitimate 

13 

22 

35 

Birth  Rate  .... 

...  . . . 

. 14-3 

Comparability  Factor 

... 

0-93 

Standardised  Birth  Rate 

....  .... 

...  . . . 

. 13-3 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  100  total  live  births 

6-0 

Still-births — 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Total  

7 

7 

14 

Legitimate  

7 

6 

13 

Illegitimate 

— 

1 

1 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still-births. 

...  . . . 

. 24-0 

Rate  per  1,000  of  the  Estimated  Resident 

Population 

.... 

... 

0-35 

Total  Live  and 

Still-births 

. 572 

12 


Deaths  Males 

females 

Total 

All  Causes  ....  ....  ....  223 

184 

407 

Death  Rate  .... 



10-4 

Comparability  Factor 

....  ...  * 

1-49 

Standardised  Death  Rate  .... 

....  .... 

15-5 

Maternal  Death  Rate 

— 

Nil 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age — 

Males 

Females 

T oral 

Total  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

5 

9 

Legitimate  ....  ....  ....  4 

5 

9 

Illegitimate  ....  ....  ....  - 

— 

— 

Causes  of  Death  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age — 
Congenital 

4 

Prematurity 

.... 

3 

Infection  .... 

. .... 

1 

Other  Causes  

— 

1 

Total 

• 

9 

Infant  Mortality  {per  1,000  live  births) 

....  •••• 

16-0 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births  .... 

17-0 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births.... 

— 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  four  weeks  of  age — 

Males 

Females 

Total 

T otal  4 

3 

7 

Legitimate  4 

3 

7 

Illegitimate  

— 

— 

Neonatal  Mortality 

— 

Nil 

Causes  of  Death  of  Infants  under  four  weeks  of  age- — 
Congenital  ....  ....  ....  

4 

Prematurity  ....  

. 

3 

Infection  ..  ....  

— 

Other  Causes  ....  

. 

— 

Total 

. 

7 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  week  of  age — 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Total  4 

3 

7 

Legitimate  4 

3 

7 

Illegitimate  

— 

— 

Total  .... 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 
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Early  Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  {deaths  under  one  week  per 
1,000  total  live  births)  .... 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  {still-births  and  deaths  under  one 

week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still-births)  ....  37*0 

Maternal  Mortality  {including  abortion)  ....  ....  ....  Nil 


Principal  Causes  of  Death. 


Disease 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Percentage  of 
Total  Deaths 

1969 

1968 

Heart  Disease 

65 

60 

125 

30-7 

38-6 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous 
System 

23 

41 

64 

15-7 

13-8 

Cancer  (all  types)  

56 

40 

96 

23-5 

18-9 

Respiratory  (all  types) 

43 

20 

63 

15-5 

11-8 

187 

161 

348 

85-4 

83-1 

Comparative  Rates,  1969. 

Felling  Urban  District  and  England  and  Wales. 


Felling 

England 

and 

Wales 

Standardised  Birth  Rate  

13.3 

16-3 

Standardised  Death  Rate  

15-5 

11-9 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  

16-0 

18-0 

Still-birth  Rate  .... 

24-0 

130 

14 


MORBIDITY  STATISTICS 


New  Claims  to  Sickness  Benefit,  1969 


Week  Ending- 


Week  Ending- 


January  7th  ... 

...217 

July  1st 

....154 

„ 14th.... 

...309 

„ 8th 

....144 

„ 21st.... 

...256 

„ 15th 

....129 

„ 28th.... 

...216 

„ 22nd 

....153 

— 1,058 

„ 29th  .... 

....148 

February  4th 

...291 

55  11th 

. . . 349 

August  5th  .... 

....133 

,,  12th .... 

....114 

„ 18th 

„ 25th 

...402 

...423 

„ 19th .... 

„ 26th .... 

....159 

....160 

— - 1,465 

March  4th  .... 

...358 

September  2nd 

....123 

„ 11th 

...246 

„ 9th 

....175 

„ 18th  .... 

...277 

„ 16th 

....190 

„ 25th  .... 

...282 

„ 23rd 

...190 

1,163 

„ 30th 

....224 

April  1st 

....173 

„ 8th  .... 

....111 

October  7th 

...215 

„ 15th  .... 

....185 

„ 14th 

....190 

„ 22nd  .... 

....184 

„ 21st.... 

....227 

„ 29th  .... 

....173 

„ 28th 

....209 

826 

— - 

November  4th 

....189 

May  6th 

....155 

55  11th 

....213 

„ 13th  .... 

....182 

„ 18th 

....202 

„ 20th 

....172 

„ 25th 

....219 

„ 27th  .... 

....135 

— 644 

December  2nd 

....247 

June  3rd 

....203 

55  9th 

....251 

„ 10th  .... 

....173 

„ 16th 

....255 

„ 17th  .... 

....164 

„ 23rd 

....327 

„ 24th  .... 

....177 

„ 30th 

....340 

— 717 

728 


566 


902 


841 


823 


1,420 
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Causes  of  Death  in  Felling  Urban  District,  1969. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Per  cent 
Total 
Deaths 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

1 

1 

0-3 

Other  Tuberculosis 

3 

3 

0-8 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  .... 

— 

1 

1 

0-3 

Malignant  Neoplasm^ — Stomach  .... 

7 

4 

11 

2-7 

„ „ Lung,  Bronchus  . 

22 

7 

29 

7*1 

„ „ Breast  ....  

— 

9 

9 

2-2 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 

25 

20 

45 

11-0 

Benign  and  Unspecified  Neoplasms 

1 

— 

1 

0-3 

Leukaemia  .... 

2 

— 

2 

0-5 

Diabetes  Mellitus  .... 

2 

3 

5 

1-2 

Anaemias  .... 

4 

3 

7 

1-7 

Other  Endocrine  Diseases 

1 

— 

1 

03 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Blood 

— 

3 

3 

0-8 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

— 

2 

2 

0-5 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Diseases 

4 

4 

8 

1-9 

Hypertensive  Disease 

5 

6 

11 

2-7 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  . .. 

49 

40 

89 

21-8 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease 

7 

10 

17 

4-1 

Cerebrovascular  Disease  .... 

20 

33 

53 

13-0 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

3 

6 

9 

2-2 

Influenza  ... 

3 

3 

6 

1-5 

Pneumonia... 

11 

13 

24 

5-8 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

26 

3 

29 

7-1 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

3 

1 

4 

0-9 

Peptic  Ulcer 

4 

2 

6 

1-5 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 

1 

— 

1 

0-3 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  .... 

1 

1 

2 

0-5 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  .... 

— 

2 

2 

0-5 

Other  Diseases,  Genito-Urinary  System 

2 

— 

2 

0-5 

Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System  . .. 

1 

— 

1 

0-3 

Congenital  Anomalies 

— 

2 

2 

0-5 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour,  etc. 

1 

1 

2 

0-5 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 

2 

— 

2 

0-5 

Symptoms  and  Ill-defined  Conditions  . . 

2 

1 

3 

0-8 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  .... 

4 

1 

5 

1-2 

All  other  Accidents 

5 

3 

8 

1-9 

Suicide  and  Self-inflicted  Injuries 

1 

1 

0-3 

Total  (All  Causes)  

223 

184 

407 

1000 
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Principal  Vital  Statistics  for  Previous  Years 


O 

On 

O 

CM 

NO 

iri 

m 

00 

00 

00 

• 

00 

o 

o^ 

o 

cb 

00 

CO 

z 

cb 

6 

ro 

04 

CO 

CM 

O 

o 

iri 

VO 

o 

NO 

o 

o 

• ^ 

00 

o 

' On 

r^ 

04 

in 

cb 

o 

CO 

04 

Cn) 

CO 

1 

o 

CO 

CO 

VO 

On 

m 

in 

00 

VO 

o 

Ov 

r\ 

NO 

O 

o 

NO 

ih 

z 

o 

o 

1 

CO 

04 

CM 

CM 

i 

o 

CO 

cs 

o 

rTi 

CM 

vO 

On 

o 

O 

o 

o^ 

O' 

On 

On 

Z 

cb 

CO 

CN 

CM 

CM 

o 

! CO 

<7N 

r— 1 

VO 

O 

C'- 

ON 

O 

00 

On 

r\ 

00 

ON 

On 

CM 

NO 

z 

cb 

o 

CO 

CM 

CM 

, 

o 

vO 

00 

00 

NO 

NO 

r- 

00 

00 

CO 

00 

o 

On 

00 

00 

On 

o 

vb 

cb 

cb 

i 

1 

CO 

CM 

i 

o 

lO 

C?N 

CO 

VO 

On 

CO 

o 

VO 

'"t 

O 

On 

00 

O 

NO 

CM 

• 

o 

cb 

CO 

CM 

CM 

i 

o 

NO 

00 

CM 

CO 

VO 

00 

• ^ 

in 

O 

On 

00 

NO 

On 

o 

cb 

6 

cb 

CO 

CM 

CM 

! 

1 

o 

r- 

rfi 

r:i 

1 VO 

00 

lO 

00 

On 

C?N 

On 

ri 

00 

in 

On 

I> 

in 

:z: 

cb 

z 

j 

CO 

*— 1 

ifH 

1 

o 

00 

On 

CM 

NO 

o 

o 

<On 

in 

• 

CO 

O 

On 

ON 

in 

On 

CO 

CO 

cb 

o 

CO 

CM 

o 

On 

CO 

CO 

o 

NO 

o 

CO 

tT 

o 

o 

• 

cO 

On 

On 

O 

NO 

o 

cb 

CO 

CM 

O : 

Ch 

o 

03 

O : 

o 

o 

> 

^ 1 : 

3 i ^ 

C3 

3 

3 

a 

o . 

u 

V 

s ■ 

lU 

■M 

03 

• ^ 
a 

o . 

a-ip 

w ■t-j 
lx 
• ^ 

1)  ^ 

c3& 

a . 

2 

Q o . 

a 

a : 

O : 

a 

a G 

•2  o 

w a 

o 

a 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

O 

r\ 

i§ 

. 

o o 

CO 

O o 
’go 

: 

C 

o 

•a 

03 

3 

a 

o 

M 

o 

<u 

■*-> 

03 

3 

M 
♦ ^ 

>eath  Rate  (per 

tion).... 

ifant  Mortality 
Live  Births) 

U 

• 

4->  1 

cd 

Pi3 

tlTJ 

g 

rt  a 

lx  lU 

o > 

:^a 

_ o 

eS 

a> 

ulmonary  Tub 
Incidence  (p 
lation) 

ulmonary  Tube 
Rate  (per 
tion)  . . 

a 

m 

a 

►—1 

00 

a 

a 

17 


SECTION  “B.” 


General  Provisions  of  Health  Serviees 

in  the  Area 


(a)  Public  Health  Services. 

(1)  Staff, 

(a)  Felling  U.D.C. — 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — 

H.  C.  Weir,  M.A.,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H., 

M.R.S.H.,  F.R.I.P.H.H. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Supt. — 

J.  Wear,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I.,  M.R.I.P.H.H.,  Cert. 
Inspector  Meat  and  Foods. 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Deputy 
Cleansing  Supt. — 

T.  Graham,  M.A.P.H.I.,  Cert.  Inspector  Meat  and 
Foods. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors — 

P.  L.  McConville,  M.A.P.H.L,  Cert.  Inspector 
Meat  and  Foods. 

J.  T.  Roberts,  M.A.P.H.L,  Diploma  of  the  Public 
Health  Inspectors’  Education  Board. 

Clerk — 

Mrs.  M.  S.  Cairns. 

Pupil  Public  Health  Inspector — 

J.  A.  Hodgson  (appointed  May,  1969). 

Rodent  Operator — 

A.  Lumsden. 

Cleansing  Foreman — 

A.  E.  Nicholson. 
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(bj  Durham  County  Council — 

Assistant  Medical  Officer — 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare — 

Dr.  H.  W.  Tonge,  M.B.,  Ch.B 

Health  Visitors — 

Miss  E.  A.  Dobing,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert. 

Mrs.  M.  Kelly,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert. 

Miss  M.  Hamilton,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert. 

Mrs.  A.  Chandra,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert. 

District  Nurses — 

Mrs.  C.  M.  Bailey,  S.R.N.,  63,  Manor  Gardens, 
Wardley.  Tel.  No.  692646. 

Mrs.  J.  Bell,  S.R.N.,  28,  Wesley  Court,  Wellington 
Street,  Felling.  Tel.  No.  692395. 

Mrs.  K.  Reavey,  S.R.N.,  113,  St.  Cuthbert’s  Drive. 
Tel.  No.  693040. 

Midwives — 

Miss  M.  R.  Emerson,  S.C.M.,  The  Poplars,  Heworth. 
Tel.  No.  692365. 

Miss  B.  G.  H.  Holds\vorth,  S.C.M.,  66,  The  Drive, 
Felling.  Tel.  No.  692307  (retired). 

Mrs.  S.  McKenna,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  41,  Belgrave 
Terrace,  Felling.  Tel.  No.  692496. 

Miss  J.  Smith,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  20,  Millford  Court, 
Learn  Lane  Estate,  Felling.  Tel.  No.  692878. 

Mrs.  A.  McNally,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  2,  Ridgeway, 
Learn  Lane  Estate,  Felling.  Tel.  No.  693064. 

Home  Help  Organiser  (Felling) — 

Miss  M.  Slater,  10,  Eppleton  Estate,  Hetton-le-Hole, 
Co.  Durham. 

Mental  Welfare  Officer — 

W.  Smallwood,  2,  Thorne  Avenue,  Wardley,  Gatet- 
head,  10.  Tel.  No.  692542. 
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(2)  Laboratory  Services. 

The  following  are  particulars  of  specimens  submitted  to  the 
Health  Laboratory,  Newcastle,  for  examination: — 

Faeces — 


Salmonella  Typhimurium 

9 

Shigella  Sonnei 

11 

Negative  

45 

Total  

65 

Sputum — 

Acid  Fast  Bacilli 

2 

Total  2 


(3)  National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

Section  47. — Removal  to  suitable  premises  of  persons  in 
need  of  care  and  attention. 

A number  of  cases  were  visited  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
during  the  year  and,  where  necessary,  admission  to  hospital  or  hostel 
was  arranged  or  the  service  of  a home  help  provided. 

Section  50 — Burial  or  Cremation  of  the  Dead. 

Action  was  taken  for  one  case  during  the  year. 

(4)  Health  Education. 

Talks  on  health  matters  have  been  given  to  various  organisations. 
Posters  on  Health  Education  topics  have  been  displayed  in 
factories,  canteens,  and  public  halls. 

(b)  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946 — Part  III. 

The  following  personal  health  services  are  provided  by  Durham 
County  Council  and  are  administered  through  No.  2 Area  Health 
Sub-Committee,  on  which  the  Urban  District  is  represented  by  five 
members. 

Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children — Section  22. 
Clinics — 

(1)  St.  Alban’s  Villa,  Crowhall  Lane. 

(2)  Health  Centre,  Grassbanks,  Learn  Lane  Estate. 
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Ante-Natal  Clinic. 

Sessions  : Thursday,  except  last  in  month,  at  St.  Alban’s 
Villa,  Crowhall  Lane. 

The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  expectant  mothers 
who  attended  the  clinics,  and  the  number  of  visits  which  these 
mothers  paid  to  the  clinics  during  the  year  : — 

Number  of  Mothers  ..  . ....  ..  . 49 

Attendances  ....  . ....  ..  . ....  89 


Post-Natal  Clinic. 

Sessions:  Last  Thursday  afternoon  each  month  at  St.  Alban’s 
Villa. 

Five  mothers  attended  the  clinic  on  one  or  more  occasions. 


Birth  Control. 

Sessions : Last  Thursday  afternoon  each  month  at  St.  Alban’s 
Villa. 

Advice  was  given  to  72  patients  and  the  number  of  attendances 
during  the  year  was  193. 


Child  Welfare. 

Sessions:  Alternate  Mondays  at  St.  Alban’s  Villa. 

Wednesday  morning  at  St.  Alban’s  Villa. 

Thursday  m.orning  at  St.  Alban’s  Villa. 

Friday  all  day  at  Meresyde,  Learn  Lane  Estate. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  infants  and  toddlers 
who  attended  the  clinic,  and  the  number  of  visits  these  children 
made  to  the  clinic  throughout  the  year  : — 


No,  OF  Children 


Attendances 


Under 

1-2 

2-5 

Under 

1-2 

2-5 

1 year 

years 

years 

1 year 

years 

years 

Meresyde 

194 

178 

303 

2,144 

620 

408 

St.  Alban’s  Villa 

200 

202 

320 

1,562 

576 

536 
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Midwifery — Section  23. 


There  are  five  County  Mid  wives  in  Felling.  During  the  year 
they  attended  114  cases. 


Doctor 

Booked 

Not 

Booked 

Analgesia 

Gas  and 
Air 

Pethidine 

Trilene 

Present  at  delivery 

49 

— 

12 

32 

2 

Not  present  at  delivery.... 

62 

3 

40 

47 

— 

Total 

111 

3 

52 

79 

2 

Home  Nursing — Section  25. 
Number  of  Whole-time  Nurses  : 7. 


Number  of  Patients — cases  visits 

Medical  343  8,925 

Surgical  115  2,734 

Tuberculosis  9 271 

Maternal  Complications  ....  - 

Infectious  Diseases  - 

Others  - 345 

Total  12,275 


Vaccination  and  Immunisation — Section  26. 

The  following  tables  give  the  number  of  children  vaccinated 
and  immunised  at  clinics  and  by  General  Practitioners  in  the  Urban 
District : — ' 


Diphtheria 

Completed  Primary  Courses 

Year  of  Birth 

Others 

tinder 

16 

Total 

1969 

1968 

1967 

1966 

1965 

4 

229 

5 

7 

32 

— 

277 

Reinforcing  Doses 

Year  of  Birth 

Others 

under 

16 

Total 

1968 

1967 

1966 

1965 

27 

116 

8 

234 

10 

395 
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Completed  Primary  Courses 


Whooping 
Cough .... 


Year  of  Birth 

Others 

under 

16 

Total 

1969 

1968 

1967 

1966 

1965 

4 

227 

5 

5 

12 

— 

253 

Reinforcing  Doses 

Year  of  Birth 

Others 

under 

16 

Total 

1968 

1967 

1966 

1965 

25 

109 

5 

1 — > 

O 

6 

249 

Tetanus 


j 

Completed  Primary  Courses 

Year  of  Birth 

Others 

under 

16 

Total 

1969 

1968 

1967 

1966 

1965 

4 

1 

230 

5 

8 

30 

12 

289 

Reinforcing  Doses 

Year  of  Birth 

Others 

under 

16 

Total 

1968 

1967 

1966 

1965 

27 

117 

8 

237 

15 

404 

Smallpox. 

Primary  Vaccination 


Up  to  3 
months 

3-6 

months 

6-9 

months 

9-12 

months 

1 year 

2-4 

years 

5-15 

years 

Total 

3 

— 

1 

1 

155 

31 

16 

207 

Re-vaccination 


2-4 

years 

5-15 

years 

Total 

2 

20 

22 

23 


Ambulance  Service — Section  27. 

The  Urban  District  is  served  by  the  Hebburn  Depot  at  Ushaw 
Road. 

All  calls  are  received  by  the  Co-ordinating  Control,  near  Durham. 
Telephone:  Durham  3426. 

The  Hebburn  Depot  serves  the  population  in  the  Borough  of 
Jarrow,  the  Urban  Districts  of  Felling,  Hebburn,  Boldon,  and 
Washington. 

The  present  population  is  approximately  136,000  persons,  of 
which  about  two-thirds  live  on  the  river  side  in  Jarrow,  Hebburn, 
and  Felling. 

The  following  table  gives  a summary  of  the  year’s  work  : — 


Hebburn  Depot. 


Journeys 

Persons  Carried 

Mileage 

Stretcher 

Sitting 

Total 

9,254 

4,678 

4,259 

8,937 

209,867 

Number  of  Ambulances  ....  ....  ....  10 

Number  of  Drivers  28 

Depot  Superintendent  ....  1 


Domestic  Help  Service — Section  29 

Number  of  Home  Helps  employed 119 

Number  of  Cases  attended  at  1st  January,  1969  ....  193 

Number  of  New  Cases  provided  with  Home  Helps....  97 
Number  of  Cases  attended  at  31st  December,  1969  . 220 

Types  of  Cases  served — 

Old-age  Pensioners  275 

Sickness  14 

Tuberculosis  

Maternity 1 

290 


Total  .... 


Hospital  Services. 


The  local  hospital  services  are  administered  by  the  Gateshead 
and  District  Hospital  Management  Committee  on  behalf  of  the 
Newcastle  Regional  Hospital  Board.  There  are  no  hospitals  in  the 
Urban  District.  The  following  hospitals  serve  the  district  : — 


Hospital 

Queen  Elizabeth  

Children’s  Hospital,  Gateshead 

Ben  SHAM  

Sheriff  Hill  ...  


Type 

General  and  Maternity. 
Children. 

Chronic  Sick. 

Infectious  Diseases. 


Chest  Clinic  at  Whinney  House  Hospital — 

New  Cases  ....  ....  Monday  to  Friday,  9 to  11  a.m. 

Old  Cases  ....  ....  Monday  to  Thursday,  2 to  4 p.m. 

Alternate  Wednesdays,  5.30  to  6 p.m. 
Children  ....  . Monday,  2 to  4 p.m. 


Mass  Radiography . 

The  static  X-ray  Unit  at  Greenesfield  House,  Mulgrave  Terrace, 
Gateshead,  holds  the  following  public  sessions  which  are  available 
to  all  adults: — 

Monday  ....  2 to  4.30  p.m.  and  5.30  to  7 p.m. 

Tuesday  ....  2 to  4.30  p.m. 

Wednesday  ....  2 to  4.30  p.m. 

Thursday  ....  2 to  4.30  p.m.  and  5.30  to  7 p.m. 

Friday  ....  2 to  4.30  p.m 

During  the  year  the  Urban  District  was  visited  by  the  Mass 
X-ray  Unit  lA  from  Newcastle  General  Hospital. 

Industrial — Total 

Number  X-rayed  Ill 

Referred  to  Chest  Clinics 
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Venereal  Diseases  Clinics. 

The  clinics  at  Newcastle,  Sunderland  and  South  Shields  serve 
the  area.  The  times  of  attendances  are  as  follows; 


SOUTH  SHIELDS  CLINIC— DIAGNOSTIC  CENTRE 


Males  and  Females 


Monday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 


5 to  6.30  p.m. 

9.30  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m. 
5 to  6.30  p.m. 

10  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m. 


NEWCASTLE  GENERAL  HOSPITAL 


Males  and  Females 


Monday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 


9 a.m.  to  12  noon  and  2 to  6.30  p.m. 

9 a.m.  to  12  noon  and  2 to  6.30  p.m. 

9 a.m.  to  12  noon  and  2 to  6.30  p.m. 

9 a.m.  to  12  noon  and  2 to  6.30  p.m. 

9 a.m.  to  12  noon. 


SUNDERLAND  GENERAL  HOSPITAL 
Males 


Monday 

....  9.30  to  11  a.m.  and  6 to  7 p.m. 

Tuesday 

....  9.30  to  11  a.m. 

Wednesday 

....  6 to  7 p.m. 

Thursday 

....  11  a.m.  to  12  noon 

Friday 

....  5 to  6.30  p.m. 

Saturday 

....  10  to  11  a.m. 

Females 

Monday 

....  11  a.m.  to  12  noon 

Tuesday 

....  11  a.m.  to  12  noon 

Wednesday 

....  4 to  6.30  p.m. 

Thursday 

....  9.30  to  11  a.m. 

Friday 

....  2 to  4 p.m. 

26 


Patients  within  the  area  who  have  been  attending  the  clinics 
at  South  Shields  and  Newcastle  : — 


Cmnic 

Syphilis 

Gonorrhoea 

Non-Venercal 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Newcastle  .... 

— 

— 

4 

2 

25 

1 

South  Shields 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sunderland.... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Blood  Transfusion. 

The  area  is  served  by  the  Unit  stationed  in  Newcastle.  Sessions 
for  donating  blood  are  arranged  at  regular  intervals. 


Felling. — Mr.  G.  Tait  Hunter,  Regional  Organiser,  has  kindly 
supplied  details  of  donor  panels  and  sessions  held  in  Felling  during 
the  year  : — 


Panel  Strength  at  31st  December,  1969 
,5  „ 31st  December,  1968 


New  Donors  bled  1969 


» 


5> 


1968 


584 

629 

56 

45 


Donors  attending  1969 — 
9th  January 
28th  February 

17th  April 

1st  July  

10th  July  

29th  August 
22nd  October 
23rd  December  .... 


148 

119 

93 

108 

92 

125 

63 

83 


831 


In  addition  to  the  above  general  public  sessions,  the  Service  has 
received  excellent  support  from  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society 
Ltd.,  Pelaw,  and  International  Paints. 
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(d)  Executive  Council. 

There  are  16  General  Practitioners  in  seven  practices  with 
surgeries  in  the  Urban  District;  in  addition,  a number  of  Practitioners 
from  adjoining  authorities  have  patients  in  the  district. 


(e)  Mental  Health. 

Mental  Health  Act,  1959. 

Mentally  111 — 

Formal  and  Informal  Admissions  arranged  by 

Mental  Welfare  Officers  ....  64 

Mental  Sub-normality — 

(1)  Under  Supervision  ....  ....  ....  ....  71 

(2)  In  Hospitals 30 

101 

Children  notified  during  the  year  as — 

(1)  Ineducable  3 

(2)  Requiring  Supervision  after  leaving  School  1 

4 
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SECTION  “ C ” 


Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
on  the  Prevalence  and  Control 
of  Infections  and  other  Diseases 


The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified  during  the 
year  was  31,  compared  with  663  during  the  previous  year. 
Notification  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  was  down,  with  13  cases, 
compared  with  15  in  the  previous  year.  The  number  of  other 
infectious  diseases  continued  at  a satisfactory  low  level. 

Measles. 

The  usual  biennial  epidemic  pattern  has  manifested  and,  as 
expected,  there  was  a substantial  decrease  in  the  number  of  cases 
notified,  there  being  4 cases,  compared  with  600  during  the  previous 
year.  The  cases  occurring  in  1969  were  between  January  and  April. 

Whooping  Cough. 

There  was  a marked  decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  notified, 
there  being  2 cases  compared  with  14  during  the  previous  year. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  value  of  immunisation  which,  although 
it  does  not  give  complete  protection,  ensures  that  cases  occurring 
amongst  immunised  children  will  be  considerably  modified  and  of 
a mild  character. 

Dy  sentry. 

I am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  there  were  only  two  cases 
of  this  disease  notified  during  the  year  by  General  Practitioners. 

Food  Poisoning. 

There  was  only  one  case  of  this  disease  during  the  year. 
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Poliomyelitis. 

There  were  no  cases  of  this  disease  during  the  year,  but  even  so 
I should  like  to  express  my  concern  that  the  total  number  of  children 
immunised  is  not  as  high  as  one  would  like,  also  there  are  still  quite 
a number  of  young  adults  who  are  not  immune.  The  immunisation 
is  now  done  by  drops  of  the  vaccine  on  a lump  of  sugar  or  direct  on 
to  the  tongue  and  takes  only  a matter  of  seconds.  No  injections  are 
now  given.  There  are  so  many  people  now  who  have  never  seen  the 
crippling  effect  of  this  disease  that  they  are  not  aware  of  its  paralysing 
and  killing  propensity,  a case  of  out  of  sight,  out  of  mind,  so  I would 
beg  the  community  to  come  forward  and  see  that  they  are  100  per 
cent,  immune. 


Tuberculosis. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  is  still  with  us  in  Felling  and  we  had 
13  new  cases  in  1969,  compared  with  15  during  the  previous  year. 

The  incidence  rate  per  1,000  population  again  dropped  to 
0*33  from  0-39  for  1968,  and  0-44  in  1967  and  there  were  four  deaths 
from  this  disease. 


Tuberculosis — New  Cases  and  Mortality  for  1969. 


New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Age  Periods 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—  1 

1—  5 

1 

5—15 

1 

15—25 

2 

1 

25—35 

35-45 

3 

1 

.... 

2 

.... 

.... 

45—55 

55—65 

2 

1 

— 

1 

65  and  upwards 

1 

2 

1 

2 

Totals  .... 

6 

7 

2 

2 

1 

3 

Tuberculosis — Incidence  and  Death  Rate,  1946-69. 


Year 

Population 

Cases  P.T.B. 
Notified 

Cases  N.P.T.B. 
Notified 

Incidence  Rate 
per  1,000 
Population 

^ Death  Rate 

per  1,000 
Population 

Cases 

Deaths 

Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

1946  .... 

24,560 

28 

12 

12 

3 

M4 

0-48 

0-48 

0-12 

1947  .... 

24,770 

25 

28 

8 

3 

101 

0-32 

M3 

0-12 

1948  .... 

25,310 

50 

19 

6 

3 

1-97 

0-24 

0*75 

0*12 

1949  .... 

25,420 

35 

19 

8 

5 

1-38 

0-31 

0-75 

0-19 

1950  .... 

25,280 

26 

10 

3 

Nil 

101 

0-12 

0-39 

Nil 

1951  .... 

25,190 

72 

16 

10 

3 

2-86 

0-39 

0-63 

0-12 

1952  .... 

25,200 

31 

8 

5 

1 

1-23 

019 

0*32 

004 

1953  .... 

26,020 

34 

12 

4 

1 

1-3 

0-15 

0*46 

0-04 

1954  .... 

25,840 

50 

3 

7 

1 

1-9 

0*27 

012 

004 

1955  .... 

26,190 

30 

4 

9 

Nil 

M5 

0-34 

015 

Nil 

1956  .... 

27,240 

32 

2 

3 

Nil 

1-17 

O'lO 

0-07 

Nil 

1957  .... 

28,540 

42 

3 

5 

1 

1-47 

0-18 

0*11 

0-04 

1958  .... 

29,980 

30 

7 

6 

Nil 

100 

0*20 

0-23 

Nil 

1959  .... 

31,500 

26 

2 

5 

Nil 

0-82 

016 

006 

Nil 

1960  .... 

32,650 

28 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

0-86 

Nil 

009 

Nil 

1961  .... 

36,130 

22 

1 

2 

Nil 

0-61 

0-06 

0*03 

Nil 

1962  .... 

37,100 

38 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

1-02 

Nil 

0-03 

Nil 

1963  . 

38,090 

31 

4 

2 

Nil 

0-81 

0-05 

0-11 

Nil 

1964  .... 

38,660 

34 

3 

5 

Nil 

0-88 

0-13 

008 

Nil 

1965  .... 

38,710 

19 

1 

1 

Nil 

0-49 

003 

003 

Nil 

1966  . 

38,780 

20 

1 

4 

Nil 

0-52 

010 

003 

Nil 

1967  .... 

38,870 

17 

Nil 

4 

Nil 

0-44 

010 

Nil 

Nil 

1968  . .. 

39,010 

15 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

0-39 

Nil 

002 

Nil 

1969  .... 

39,030 

13 

1 

4 

3 

0-33 

010 

002 

003 

31 


Infectious  Diseases  : Age,  Incidence,  Wards,  Hospital  Treatment 
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Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  during  1969 
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Annual  Report  of  the 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 


To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Sir, 

I submit  herewith  my  Report  on  the  work  of  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  during  1969. 

For  most  of  the  year  we  were  without  the  services  of  Mr.  P. 
McConville,  the  additional  Health  Inspector,  due  to  illness.  During 
the  year  his  condition  gradually  worsened,  and  with  regret  I report 
that  he  died  on  January  13th,  1970. 

Mr.  John  Hodgson  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy  created  by 
the  previous  pupil  qualifying,  and  he  took  up  his  duties  during 
May,  1969. 

I would  draw  attention  again  to  the  amount  of  extra  work  which 
resulted  from  the  many  complaints  received  from  residents  living 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  Pipe  Coating  Factory  at  Pelaw.  This  matter  and 
the  action  taken  is  dealt  with  under  heading  8 — Atmospheric  Pollution 
of  my  report. 

I wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  thanks  to  Mr. 
T.  Graham,  the  Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  the  additional 
Inspectors,  and  the  Clerk,  Mrs.  M.  Cairns,  for  their  services  during 
this  extremely  busy  year. 


J.  WEAR, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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SECTION  “ D.” 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 


1.  (a)  Water  Supply. 

The  district  generally  is  supplied  with  water  from  the  mains  of 
the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company.  A small  portion  of 
the  south-east  part  of  the  district,  adjoining  the  Hebburn  boundary, 
is  supplied  with  water  from  the  mains  of  the  Sunderland  and  South 
Shields  Water  Company. 

(i)  The  supply  to  the  area  on  the  whole  is  satisfactory  in  quahty 
and  quantity. 

(ii)  Regular  examinations  are  made  of  the  supply. 

(iii)  There  is  little  likelihood  of  plumbo  solvent  action. 

(iv)  No  action  was  taken  in  respect  of  any  form  of  contamination. 

(v)  There  are  no  stand  pipes  for  supplying  water  to  dwellings 
in  the  area;  13,137  houses  are  supplied  from  public  water 
mains  serving  the  whole  population  of  the  area. 

The  following  are  details  of  analyses  of  the  Newcastle  and 
Gateshead  Water  Company’s  supply: — 

Typical  Results  of  Chemical  Analyses  of 
Filtered  Waters 


Max. 

Min. 

Mean. 

pH  Value  

....  7-7 

70 

7-2 

Free  COg  

....  16 

2 

6 

Alkalinity  (as  CaCOg) 

Hardness  (as  CaCOg) — 

....  160 

60 

90 

Total  

....  200 

100 

150 

Carbonate  

....  160 

60 

90 

Non-Carbonate 

....  80 

30 

60 

Calcium 

....  190 

70 

120 

Magnesium  

....  60 

20 

30 

Chlorides  (as  Cl)  

....  17 

9 

12 
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Typical  Results  of  Chemical  Analyse 

es  of  Filtered  Waters.— 

-continued 

Max. 

Min. 

Mean. 

Sulphates  (as  SO4) 

. 70 

20 

50 

Silica  (as  SiOa) 

4-2 

0-8 

2-4 

Fluorides  (as  F)  

IT 

<0-9 

TO 

Iron  (as  Fe) 

0-25 

<001 

0-07 

Manganese  (as  Mn) 

005 

0-01 

001 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  (as  N)... 

0-23 

004 

0-12 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  (as  N) 

0-20 

0-01 

009 

Nitrates  (as  N) 

2-0 

OT 

0-8 

Oxygen  absorbed  from 
permanganate  .... 

3*4 

TO 

2-0 

Dissolved  Solids 

. 280 

130 

210 

Chemical  results  in  milligrams  per  litre. 


Notes  : 

1.  Over  much  of  the  distribution  system  the  water  is  a blend  of  tlic 
products  of  the  principal  treatment  plants. 

2.  These  plants  in  turn  receive  water  in  variable  proportions  from  the 
several  sources  utilised  by  the  Company. 

3.  It  is  therefore  difficult  to  predict  the  composition  of  the  supply  to  any 
particular  point  and  the  maxima  and  minima  quoted  are  not  to  be  regarded  as 
absolute  values  but  rather  as  limits  not  likely  to  be  exceeded  in  normal  circum- 
stances. 


Examination  of  Water  supplied  to  the  Tyneside  Area. 

Calendar  Year,  1969. 

Chemical  Examination. 

There  was  no  significant  change  in  the  average  chemical  com- 
position of  the  water  supplied  for  domestic  consumption. 

Fluoridation  was  practised  at  the  Whittle  Dene  and  Henderson 
(Throckley)  Works.  The  concentration  of  fluoride  ion  in  the  supplies 
from  these  works  was  maintained  at  TO  milligrammes  per  litre. 

Bacteriological  Examination. 

1,028  works  control  samples  from  Whittle  Dene  and  Throckley 
were  examined  in  the  Company’s  Laboratory; 

All  were  “ excellent  ” save  one,  which  was  “ satisfactory.” 

232  samples  of  the  water  from  the  Coquet  Water  Board’s 
Warkworth  Filter  Plant  were  taken  at  the  Longbenton  Governor 
House.  Two  were  “ unsatisfactory  ” (but  check  samples  were  found 
to  be  “ excellent  ”);  the  rest  “ excellent.” 
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449  samples  from  special  sampling  points  in  Newcastle  upon 
Tyne  were  “ excellent  ” and  one  was  “ satisfactory.” 

119  samples  (including  eight  from  Felling,  which  were  all 
“ excellent  ”)  were  taken  at  random  from  the  principal  plants  in 
various  districts.  All  were  “ excellent  ” apart  from  one  which  was 
“ unsatisfactory  ” and  two  which  were  “ satisfactory.” 

In  all  cases  check  samples  proved  to  be  “ excellent.” 

(b)  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  Follingsby  Lane  have  been 
extended  and  provision  made  for  sludge  digestion.  It  was  estimated 
that  at  the  end  of  the  year  some  17,000  persons  were  being  catered  for. 

The  remainder  of  the  area  is  drained  by  sewers  discharging 
direct  to  the  River  Tyne. 

2.  Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  River  Tyne  is  the  only  large  waterway,  and  this  serves  as 
a common  sewer  for  the  many  townships  along  its  banks.  The  other 
stream  running  through  this  district  is  known  as  the  River  Don, 
which  receives  the  effluent  from  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 


3.  Closet  Accommodation. 

There  are  approximately  14,183  water  closets  and  three  ash 
closets  in  the  area.  The  ash  closets  are  situated  at  farms  or  other 
outlying  premises  where  no  sewerage  is  available. 

4.  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

Refuse  collection  is  carried  out  by  the  use  of  mechanical  trans- 
port. Two  Karrier  Bantam  diesel  10  cubic  yard  side  loaders,  one 
Gamecock  18  cubic  yard  dual  tip  vehicle,  one  S.  & D.  35  cubic  yard 
‘‘  Pakamatic  ” compression  vehicle  and  one  S.  & D.  18/25  cubic  yard 
dual  tip  with  a bin  lift  attachment  are  used  for  the  collection  of  refuse. 

A once-weekly  collection  of  refuse  is  maintained  throughout  the 
year.  When  inclement  weather  with  heavy  snow  occurs,  these 
vehicles  are  used  for  snow  clearance,  but  as  soon  as  conditions  are 
sufficiently  improved  the  vehicles  return  to  refuse  collection. 

During  the  year  some  808,118  bins  were  collected  comprising 
5,928  loads,  31,753  miles  were  travelled  and  4,170|  gallons  of  fuel 
used. 
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Eighty-four  defective  bins  were  replaced  by  B.S.S.  dust  bins 
from  the  stock  of  the  Cleansing  Department  by  sales  to  local  property- 
owners. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

Disposal  of  refuse  is  by  100  per  cent,  controlled  tipping  at  a 
quarry  in  Windy  Nook.  Part  of  this  large  quarry  is  used  for  refuse 
disposal  and  the  larger  part  is  to  be  used  to  contain  pit  heaps  nearby 
under  a reclamation  scheme  developed  by  Durham  County  Council. 

A four-wheel  drive  mechanical  shovel  is  used  for  refuse 
disposal — the  shale  surrounding  the  tipping  area  being  dug  out  and 
used  for  tip  covering  at  the  end  of  each  day. 

The  life  of  the  tip  is  limited  and,  like  most  authorities  in  the 
region,  there  is  a shortage  of  tipping  sites.  Gateshead  C.B.,  Washing- 
ton U.D.  and  this  Authority  have  formed  a group  to  deal  jointly  with 
building  an  incinerator  for  refuse  disposal.  This  project  is  hoped  to 
be  operational  during  mid  1972. 

5.  Gulley  Emptying  and  Street  Sweeping. 

Two  mechanical  gulley  emptiers  are  in  use  in  the  area. 

Street  sweeping  is  carried  out  partly  by  the  use  of  two  road 
sweeper-collectors  (one  suction  and  one  mechanical),  three  electric 
orderlies,  and  partly  by  the  gang  method. 

6.  Swimming  Baths. 

The  public  Swimming  Bath  of  National  Championship 
standard  on  the  Learn  Lane  Estate  has  proved  to  be  extremely 
popular  and  National  Swimming  Trials  have  been  held  here.  The 
water  is  regularly  sampled  and  bacteriological  examinations  have 
shown  a high  standard  of  purity. 

7.  Schools. 

Routine  inspections  of  schools  have  been  carried  out  during  the 

year. 

8.  Atmospheric  Pollution. 

The  Felling  No.  1 Order,  operative  from  May,  1962,  continues  to 
show  the  advantages  of  clean  air,  particularly  during  the  foggy  periods 
of  the  winter.  No.  2 area  came  into  operation  in  January,  1967,  and 
Nos.  3 and  4 in  May,  1968.  The  Council  has  decided  that  all  future 
houses  built  by  them  will  be  fitted  with  smokeless  appliances,  either 
gas,  electricity  or  solid  fuel  room  heaters  burning  hard  coke. 
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The  Council  considered  No.  5 area  but  in  view  of  the  economic 
situation  deferred  consideration  for  a period  of  one  year. 

Generally,  there  has  been  little  cause  for  complaint  from  factory 
chimneys.  Two  small  firms  were  cautioned  for  burning  car  bodies, 
tyres,  etc. 

Pipe  Coating  Plant — Pelazv. 

Early  in  January  the  Ministry  were  informed  by  the  Clerk  of 
the  Council  that  the  Company  were  proposing  to  recommence  pipe- 
wrapping operations  during  February,  using  70b.  The  pipes  were 
20  feet  or  40  feet  long  with  a diameter  of  5 feet.  These  pipes  were 
far  larger  than  any  previously  treated.  It  was  thought  that  three  pipes 
would  be  coated  each  day  using  approximately  4 ton  of  70b  per 
pipe,  i.e.,  IJ  tons  of  70b  per  day.  It  was  felt  that  great  nuisance 
would  be  created  in  the  neighbourhood  and  the  Ministry  was  asked 
if  the  Alkali  Inspectorate  could  be  instructed  at  once  to  ensure  that 
“ best  practicable  means  ” to  control  the  operation  of  plant  were 
brought  into  effect  before  work  began.  In  the  meantime,  the  County 
Council  were  discussing  alternative  sites  with  the  firm  and  the 
Alkali  Inspectors  were  also  helping  on  this  matter. 

When  the  work  started  the  noise  problem  from  shot-blasting 
increased  and  steps  were  taken  at  once  to  try  and  minimise  the  noise. 
The  open  end  of  the  shed  used  for  this  process  was  covered  by 
tarpaulines  and  other  means  were  tried.  The  actual  process  caused 
considerable  nuisance,  and,  what  in  theory  seemed  practicable,  was 
found  wanting  in  practice,  and  modifications  were  put  in  hand. 
Both  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  and  myself  received  numerous  calls 
both  at  the  office  and  after  duty,  and  I spent  a considerable  amount 
of  time  in  the  evenings  visiting  the  premises  and  the  houses  of  the 
complainants.  A large  deputation  of  the  residents  attended  the 
March  Council  meeting  to  complain.  It  would  appear  that  the 
apparatus  at  the  plant  kept  breaking  down,  which  caused  considerable 
nuisance.  This  was  due  mainly  to  the  greatly  increased  weight  of  the 
pipes  being  coated. 

The  firm  now  had  a consultant  engineer  and  I met  him  to 
discuss  matters  at  the  site.  This  consultant  was  most  helpful  and 
soon  had  conditions  a lot  better  than  they  had  been  from  the  noise 
point  of  view. 

In  the  meantime,  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  was  advised  by  the 
District  Alkali  Inspector  that  while  the  Company  was  continuing  its 
co-operation  with  the  Alkali  Inspectorate  in  trying  to  establish  the 
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best  practicable  means  for  dealing  with  the  emissions,  there  was  no 
question  of  prosecution.  The  new  position  was  that  the  coating  of 
larger  pipes  created  new  conditions  for  which  a new  system  of  fume 
control  had  to  be  devised.  Modifications  to  the  system  first  installed 
had  to  be  made.  The  Ministry  confirmed  the  Alkali  Inspector’s 
opinion  and  felt  that  a successful  prosecution  of  this  Company  could 
not  be  taken. 

On  March  25th,  the  local  Member  of  Parliament  again  raised 
this  matter  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  asked  inter  alia  if  the 
Minister  could  deal  with  this  problem  by  revoking  the  planning 
permission  given  in  1966.  The  Minister  replied  that  discussions  with 
the  Planning  Authority  and  the  firm  were  going  on  and  he  was  hoping 
that  a solution  by  agreement  would  be  achieved. 

Meanwhile,  in  early  April,  representatives  of  the  County 
Planning  Committee  visited  the  site  and  then  had  discussions  with 
members  of  the  local  Council. 

In  April  a petition  from  all  householders  in  the  neighbourhood 
was  received  by  the  Council  and  the  County  Council  and  later  the 
Chief  Alkali  Inspector  and  the  District  Inspector  discussed  all  the 
complaints  with  the  Clerk. 

On  May  8th,  the  local  Member  of  Parliament  spoke  on  the 
problems  encountered  during  an  adjournment  debate.  The  Minister 
agreed  that  conditions  had  been  difficult,  but  said  that  the  Planning 
Authority  had  instituted  a new  procedure  that  would  prevent  any 
such  occurrance  happening  again.  Further  negotiations  were  in  hand 
and  he  thought  a solution  to  the  problem  was  now  within  sight. 

During  the  summer  further  noise  complaints  were  received 
regarding  pipes  being  unloaded,  not  by  crane,  but  by  tipping.  This 
was  due  to  faulty  administration — loads  of  pipes  came  when  the 
premises  were  closed  and  the  staff  had  left.  By  now  the  residents 
were  so  frustrated  that  any  untoward  incident  or  accident  was 
upsetting  to  them.  After  discussions  these  matters  were  straightened 
out. 

In  September  another  complaint  of  “ fall  out  ” was  received. 
This  was  found  to  be  due  to  the  scrubber  coming  back  into  use  again. 
However,  this  apparatus  was  off  balance  and  when  started  up,  some 
of  the  creosote  used  in  the  appliance  was  discharged  into  the  air. 

The  amount  of  work  done  in  the  plant  dropped,  and  coating 
was  carried  out  by  hand.  This  meant  the  large  boiler  used  for  the 
70b  was  no  longer  in  use,  and  as  this  had  caused  a great  deal  of  the 


40 


trouble  through  leakage,  etc.,  conditions  showed  an  improvement. 
Small  pots  of  70b  were  used  and  by  agreement  these  were  put  under 
the  cowls  which  conveyed  the  fumes  to  the  scrubber. 

An  electric  compressor  was  used  for  shot-blasting.  This  had 
been  brought  from  the  Company’s  site  in  Wales  and  did  improve 
noise  conditions. 

In  late  August  the  County  Planning  Committee  issued  a Press 
Release  stating  that  after  considering  the  various  alternatives  (all 
of  a costly  nature)  open  to  it,  felt  that  the  nearness  of  industry  to 
houses  could  be  met  in  other  parts  of  the  County,  etc.,  . . . the 
use  of  ratepayers’  money  to  get  rid  of  the  pipe-coating  process  at 
Pelaw  could  well  lead  to  similar  cases  . . . With  regret,  and 
not  without  sympathy  for  those  affected,  they  came  to  the  view  that 
they  would  not  be  justified  in  spending  ratepayers’  money  this  way. 
This  Council’s  Planning  Committee  considered  the  statement  and 
resolved  that  the  County  Council  be  asked  to  receive  a deputation  to 
discuss  this  matter.  This  was  agreed,  and  a deputation  of  Councillors 
and  Officials  met  the  County  Committee  on  November  1 1th,  where  the 
case  for  the  Council  was  put  forward.  During  the  discussions  it 
was  mentioned  to  the  County  Planning  Committee  that  the  local 
Member  of  Parliament,  Mr.  Bernard  Conlon,  had  advised  our  Clerk 
that  a decision  was  expected  within  the  next  few  days  from  the 
Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  on  whether  or  not  the 
Minister  would  use  his  default  powers  to  compel  the  County  Council 
to  make  a Discontinuance  Order  against  the  Company.  The  County 
Planning  Committee  resolved  to  adjourn  consideration  of  this  matter 
for  the  time  being. 

In  the  meantime,  in  early  October,  my  Deputy  in  my  absence 
visited  the  plant  and  found  processing  using  70b  being  carried  out 
in  the  open  and  notified  the  Alkali  Inspector.  This  was  near  the  week- 
end, and  first  thing  the  week  after  the  Alkali  Inspector  and  I visited 
the  factory  and  found  the  same  conditions  obtaining.  The  matter 
was  taken  up  by  the  Alkali  Inspector  with  the  Ministry  and  it  was 
decided  to  prosecute  the  firm. 

Again  this  year  has  seen  a lot  of  time  spent  by  the  Health 
Inspectors  at  these  premises.  I have  spent  a considerable  amount  of 
time  during  the  evenings  and  week-ends  at  the  plant  and  visiting 
the  houses  of  complainants,  as  it  was  felt  that  all  complaints  at 
whatever  time  should  be  investigated  as  quickly  as  possible. 
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I have  again  acted  as  liaison  officer  with  the  Alkali  Inspectors 
who  live  a considerable  distance  from  this  area  and  we  have  worked 
very  well  together.  I would  point  out  that  at  all  times  the  manager 
of  the  plant  and  the  consultant  engineer  have  done  all  they  could  in 
helping  both  the  Alkali  Inspectors  and  myself  and  doing  what  could 
be  done  to  alleviate  the  conditions  which  have  arisen  at  this  site. 


Air  Pollution — Measurement. 

Two  deposit  gauges  and  two  lead  peroxide  instruments  have 
been  in  use  in  the  Urban  District  during  the  year.  The  deposit  gauge 
measures  the  amount  of  matter  deposited  in  the  area  and  the  lead 
peroxide  instrument  measures  the  sulphur  content  of  the  atmosphere. 


The  following  tables  give  the  readings  and  statistics  for  1969  : — 


Deposit  Gauges — Statistics 


Felling 

Park 

Sewage 

Disposal 

Works 

Monthly 

Average 

Yearly 
Average 
per  Gauge 

January 

10-47 

11-60 

11-03 

February 

14-60 

11-50 

13-05 

March  

10-00 

3-98 

6-99 

April  

12-62 

8-62 

10-62 

May  

17-15 

8-25 

12-70 

June 

14-52 

9-34 

11-94 

July  

11-81 

6-26 

9-04 

10-69 

August  

9-53 

9-51 

9-52 

September 

12-99 

10-84 

11-92 

October 

9-33 

5-63 

7-48 

November 

14-43 

10-11 

12-27 

December 

15-70 

7-83 

11-76 

Totals 

153-16 

103-47 

128-32 

1 

Figures  expressed  as  tons  per  square  mile. 


Average  Annual  Deposit  (tons /square  mile) 128-32 

Estimated  Weight  of  Deposit  on  District  (tons  per  month)  55-60 
Estimated  Weight  of  Deposit  on  District  (tons  per  year)  ....  667-26 
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ESTIMATED  MONTHLY  DEPOSITS  ON  AREA  DURING  1969 
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Feb.  March  April  May  June  July  August  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 


Lead  Peroxide  Gauges — Statistics 


Felling 

Park 

Sewage 

Disposal 

Works 

Monthly 

Average 

Yearly 
Average 
per  Gauge 

January 

1-80 

1-60 

1-70 

February  .... 

2-45 

1-95 

2-20 

March 

0-80 

0-80 

0-80 

April  

0-02 

MO 

0-56 

May 

2-00 

0-90 

1-45 

June 

0-90 

0-90 

0-90 

1-33 

July  

0-90 

0-70 

0-80 

August 

0-80 

0-80 

0-80 

September 

0*90 

0-90 

0-90 

October  .... 

1-40 

MO 

1-25 

November... 

1-90 

L50 

1-70 

December 

3-20 

2-60 

, 2-90 

Totals 

17*07 

14-85 

15-96 

Figures  expressed  as  miiligrams  per  100  square  cms.  per  day. 


Informal  action  was  taken  in  eight  cases  to  abate  smoke  nuisance, 
and  conditions  show  improvement. 

A number  of  lectures  on  Air  Pollution  have  been  given  by  the 
Public  Health  Inspector  to  various  local  bodies  during  the  year. 


9.  Rodent  Control. 

A rodent  operator  is  employed  in  the  Health  Department  and 
he  deals  with  all  rat  and  mice  infestations  and  the  treatments  of 
sewers. 

All  complaints  received  are  investigated  and  treated  where 
required ; routine  visits  and  inspections  in  the  area  are  also  carried  out. 

Due  to  various  circumstances,  different  poisons  at  times  are 
used,  which  include  Warfarin,  Zinc  Phosphide,  and  in  some  cases 
Arsenious  Oxide.  The  use  of  a narcotic  bait  was  tried  in  some  severe 
mouse  infestations  with  most  successful  results. 

After  any  poisoning,  post-baiting  is  carried  out,  Warfarin 
generally  being  used  for  this  purpose,  to  determine  if  the  infestation 
has  been  completely  eradicated. 

Rodent  extermination  work,  using  the  techniques  recommended 
by  the  Ministry,  is  carried  out  in  this  area  and  in  most  cases  complete 
eradication  is  obtained  after  initial  poisoning,  but  in  every  case 
post-baiting  is  carried  out  as  a routine  procedure. 
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Inspections  have  been  carried  out  at  several  farms  in  the  area. 


Treatments  carried  out  during  the  year  were  as  follows  : — 


Rats 

Major  Minor 

Mice 

Major  Minor 

Private  Dwellings  .... 

1 

136 

2 

94 

Business  Premises  .... 

— 

39 

— 

6 

Local  Authority 

1 

9 

— 

11 

Agricultural  .... 

1 

2 

— 

— 

Total  

3 

186 

2 

Ill 

All  sewers  in  the  area  are  treated  twice  a vear  in  accordance 
with  Ministry  methods. 


10.  EvudlCClttOTl  of  the  Bod  Bu^,  Council  Houses  Other  Houses 

Number  of  Houses  Infested  ....  3 Nil 

When  a complaint  of  bug  infestation  is  received,  the  infested 
dwelling  is  inspected  and  sprayed  with  suitable  insecticides  where 
required. 

No  general  disinfestation  scheme  for  Council  houses  and 
removals  from  Council  houses  is  in  force. 

Council  houses,  when  vacated  at  the  end  of  a tenancy,  are 
inspected  by  the  Housing  Department,  and  should  any  type  of 
vermin  be  seen,  the  Health  Department  are  notified  and  treatment 
is  carried  out  before  a new  tenant  enters  into  possession. 

11.  Other  Infestations. 

The  following  are  details  of  infestations  dealt  with  during  the 


Furniture  Beetles 

Council 

Houses 

18 

Other 

Houses 

Total 

18 

Beetles  .... 

38 

17 

55 

Fleas 

12 

3 

15 

Bugs  

3 

— 

3 

Red  Spider 

5 

— 

5 

Earwigs 

2 

2 

4 

Flies  

2 

— 

2 

Wasps  Nests  .... 

3 

— 

3 

Plaster  Beetles  .... 

7 

3 

10 

Moths  .... 

2 

— 

2 

Ants 

3 

— 

3 

Miscellaneous  .... 

18 

7 

25 

113 

32 

145 
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In  addition,  complaints  are  often  received  of  beetle  or  other 
infestation,  and  powder  containing  a suitable  insecticide  has  been 
issued  to  104  households. 

Where  a serious  infestation  occurs,  the  dwelling  is  treated  by 
the  staff  of  the  Health  Department. 

On  several  occasions  it  has  been  found  that  there  has  been  a 
resistance  to  the  normal  insecticides  by  cockroaches.  In  such 
cases  the  use  of  the  carbomates  and  other  recently-discovered 
insecticides,  either  in  powder  or  liquid  form  or  as  a lacquer,  have 
proved  effective. 

A number  of  enquiries  were  received  for  advice  on  treatment  of 
furniture  beetle  infestations.  Where  such  an  infestation  occurs  in 
a Council  dwelling,  the  Health  Department  staff,  in  conjunction 
with  the  housing  maintenance  staff,  deal  with  this  problem. 
Where  the  infestation  is  severe  the  affected  woodwork  is  removed 
and  burnt  and  is  replaced  by  suitably  treated  wood,  after  spraying 
and  other  precautions  have  been  taken.  At  prescribed  times, 
spraying  is  carried  out  in  all  known  cases  of  furniture  beetle 
in  Council  dwellings.  Where  slight  infestation  occurs,  injection  of 
the  holes  with  a hypodermic  syringe  containing  a suitable  insecticide 
has  been  found  to  be  most  effective.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that 
after  treatment  has  been  carried  out  over  a period  in  these  dwellings 
there  is  a definite  reduction  in  the  degree  of  infestation,  and  in  some 
cases  after  a period  of  three  years  or  more  the  infestation  would  appear 
to  have  been  completely  eradicated. 


12.  Registered  Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  no  registered  common  lodging  houses  in  the  area. 
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GENERAL  SANITARY  WORK. 


The  following  are  details  of  notices  served  under  the  Public 
Health  and  Housing  Acts  ; — 


Public  Health  Act  i Housing  Act 


j Informal  ! Statutory  Informal  Statutory 

Notices  ! Notices  Notices  Notices 


Served 

Complied 

with 

Served 

Complied 

with 

Served 

Complied 

with 

Served 

Main  Roofs  repaired 

23 

24 

Off-shoot  Roofs  repaired  . 

13 

12 

Chimney  Stacks  repaired 

8 

5 

Eaves  Gutters  repaired  or  renewed 

9 

8 

Rain-water  Pipes  repaired  or  renewed.  . 

3 

3 

Soil  Pipes  repaired  or  renewed 

Pointing  repaired 

38 

39 

• • « 4 

Brickwork  repaired 

9 

8 

Window  Woodwork  repaired  or  renewed 

6 

7 

Sash  Cords  renewed 

2 

2 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed 

12 

8 

Sub-floor  Ventilation  provided  .... 

1 

— 

Handrails  provided  or  repaired  .. 

1 

1 

Door  Woodwork  repaired  or  renew'ed 

31 

21 

Scullery  Benches  repaired  or  renewed 

2 

2 

Woodwork  (Miscellaneous)  repaired  or 

renewed 

3 

3 

Wall  Plaster  renewed 

36 

29 

Ceiling  Plaster  renewed  .. 

5 

2 

Ranges  repaired  or  renewed 

1 

2 

Sink  Waste  Pipes  repaired  or  renewed 

2 

Sinks  refixed  or  renewed 

Water  Service  Pipes  repaired  . .. 

1 

1 

....  1 

Yard  Paving  repaired 

2 

1 

Yard  Gullies  repaired 

....  1 

Outbuilding  Roofs  repaired 

.... 

W.C.  Roofs  repaired 

5 

3 

.... 

,,  Brickwork  repaired 

4 

2 

.... 

5,  Doors  repaired  or  renewed 

2 

2 

....  : 

„ Basins  refixed  or  renewed 

5 

2 

.... 

„ Flush  Pipes  repaired 

2 

2 

„ Cisterns  repaired  or  renewed 

9 

9 

,j  Seats  repaired  or  renewed 

.... 

Drains  cleansed  and  repaired  .. 

18 

18 

1 

1 

Dust  Bins  renewed 

17 

13 

Accumulations  of  Refuse 

1 

i 

1 

i 

271  1 

230 

1 

1 
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Compiled 

with 


Factories  Act,  1961. 


Prescribed  Particulars  of  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act,  1961. 

Part  1 of  the  Act. 


1. — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premises. 

(1) 

Number  on 
Register 
(2) 

Inspections. 

(3) 

Number  of 

Written 

Notices. 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted. 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec- 
tions 1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

5 

3 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

56 

81 

3 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

(excluding  out-workers’ 
premises) 

11 

27 

Total 

72 

111 

3 

.... 

2, — Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Number  of  Cases 
were 

in  which  Defects 
found 

Number 
of  cases 

Particulars. 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

Referred 
By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

in  which 
prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  ... 

1 

1 

Overcrowding  ( S . 2) 

Unreasonable  temperature 
(S.3)  

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

• . • • 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7)- 

{a)  Insufficient  .... 

1 

1 

{h)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

3 

3 

1 

.... 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

.... 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 
Offences  relating  to 
Out-work) 

2 

2 

Total 

7 

7 

.... 

1 

«... 
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Part  VIII  of  the  Act. 


Outwork. 

(Sections  133  and  134). 


Nature 
of  Work 

(1) 

Section  133 

Section  134 

No.  of 
out- 
workers 
in  August 
list 

required 

by 

Section 

no 

(1)  (c) 

(2) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to 
the 

Council 

(3) 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure 
to  supply 
lists 

(4) 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work 
in  un- 
wholesome 
premises 

(5) 

Notices 

served 

(6) 

Prosecu- 

tions 

(7) 

Wearing  Apparel — 

Making,  etc.  . 

4 

Paper  Bags,  etc. 

38 

Total 

42 

13.  Factories  Act,  1961 — Section  40. 

All  the  factories  in  this  area  to  which  this  section  applies  have 
now  been  issued  with  Certificates  as  to  Adequate  Means  of  Escape 
in  Case  of  Fire. 

Three  certificates  as  to  Adequate  Means  of  Escape  were  issued 
during  the  year  after  inspection  by  the  Durham  County  Fire  Brigade 
Fire  Prevention  Department  in  conjunction  with  this  department. 


14.  Rag  Flock. 

The  one  Rag  Flock  Factory  in  the  area  ceased  making  flock 
during  1963  and  now  imports  flock  for  manufacturing  purposes. 
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SECTION  “ E.” 


Housing  in  tlie  Area 


There  were  13,137  inhabited  houses  in  the  Urban  District  at 
the  end  of  1969. 


The  Council  owns  7,750  houses. 


House  Erection. 

During  the  year  the  Council  completed  85  houses  on  their 
own  land. 

Thirty  private  houses  were  built  during  the  year. 


Rehousing — Unfit  Houses. 

Including  individual  unfit  houses  and  dwellings  from  areas 
where  undertakings  not  to  re-let  dwellings  have  been  obtained  from 
the  owners,  106  families  from  106  dwellings  have  been  rehoused 
during  the  year. 

The  number  of  persons  rehoused  was  295  and  137  houses  were 
demolished. 


Rent  Act:,  1957. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year. 
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SECTION  “F.” 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 


(a)  Milk  Supply. 

MILK 

(SPECIAL  DESIGNATION)  REGULATIONS,  1960. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regula- 
tions, 1960,  as  from  1st  January,  1961,  Durham  County  Council 
became  the  authority  responsible  for  the  issue  of  dealers’  licences 
in  this  area, 

(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

A private  slaughterhouse,  using  the  latest  techniques,  was 
opened  in  February,  1965.  The  ‘‘  line  system  ” is  operated  here  and 
new  apparatus  and  design  in  these  premises  have  evoked  v/ide  interest. 

Details  of  meat  found  to  be  unfit  after  inspection  are  as 
follows ; — 


CATTLE 


Condition  Found 

Carcase 

and 

Organs 

Carcase 

Meat 

Livers 

Lungs 

Hearts 

Other 

Viscera 

etc. 

Total 

Generalised  Oedema 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

and  Emaciation  (3) 

1,430 

1,430 

Bruising  . . 

25 

25 

Fascioliasis 

2,972 

24 

2,996 

Abscesses 

156 

18 

9 

183 

Telangiectasis 

60 

60 

Cirrhosis  . . 

12 

12 

Pneumonia 

. . 

6 

. . 

6 

Hydro-nephrosis 

5 

5 

Cysticercus  Bovis 

5 

5 

Pericarditis 

• • 

2 

2 

Pentastoma 

23 

23 

1,430 

25 

3,200 

48 

7 

37 

4,747 

One  calf  carcase  and  organs  weighing  27  lb.  was  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption 
due  to  emaciation  with  oedema. 


51 


SHEEP 


Condition  Found 

Carcase 

and 

Organs 

Livers 

Lungs 

Plucks 

Hearts 

Total 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

Generalised  Jaundice 

60 

60 

Parasitic 

4221 

554 

73i 

1,050 

Abscesses  . . 

3 

4| 

14 

21i 

Congestion  . . 

515i 

515i 

Pneumonia  . . 

92i 

92i 

Pleurisy 

35i 

• • 

35* 

Pleurisy  and  Peritonitis 

47 

47 

Blood  Splashing 

51 

5i 

Cysticercus  Ovis  . . 

Pericarditis 

2i 

21 

60 

425h 

1,202 

134i 

13 

1,835 

Table  showing  Inspections  and  Condemnations 


Cattle 

Sheep 

(Excluding 

Cows 

and 

Calves 

Pigs 

Horses 

Cows) 

Lambs 

Number  killed 

1,104 

24 

8,999 

1 

Number  inspected 

All  diseases  except  Tuber- 

1,104 

24 

8,999 

1 

culosis  and  Cystlcerci — 
Whole  carcases  condemned  . . 
Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

3 

1 

1 

organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the  number  in- 

461 

14 

1,070 

spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuberculosis  and 

Cysticerci 

41-7% 

70-8% 

11*8% 

Tuberculosis  only — 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . . 
Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the  number  in- 

• • 

spected  affected  with  Tuber- 
culosis 

Cysticercosis — 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 
Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 

2 

• • 

ment  by  refrigeration 
Generalised  and  totally  con- 

• • 

• • 

• • 

denmed 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 
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The  following  foodstuffs  were  surrendered  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption  during  the  year  — 


Beef 

. ..  68  lb. 

Decomposition 

Kidneys 

5 „ 

Decomposition 

Pork 

6 „ 

Decomposition 

Rabbits 

13  „ 

Decomposition 

Walnuts  ... 

, 56  „ 

Contamination 

Frozen  Foods 

...  1,238  „ 

Decomposition 

1,386  lb. 

TINNED  GOODS 


Tins 

Weight 

lb. 

Meats  (various) 

— 

....  2,088 

5,598 

Soups  .... 

....  9,283 

11,984 

Fish  

7 

3 

Fruits  (various)  

532 

966 

Vegetables  (various)  .... 

....  2,146 

2,297 

Milk  and  Cream  Products 

— 

....  1,193 

1,503 

Miscellaneous 

... 

372 

355 

15,621 

22,706 

ton  cwt. 

qr. 

St.  lb. 

Weight  of  tinned  foodstuffs  surrendered 

10  2 

2 

1 12 

„ other  „ 

33 

- 12 

1 

1 

10 

15 

— 

- 12 

Grand  total  meat  and  other  foods 

13 

14 

— 

- 13 
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ICE-CREAM. 


Ice-Cream — Heat-treatment  Regulations. 

One  producer  of  ice-cream  is  registered  in  the  area.  Strict 
hygienic  precautions  are  taken  and  the  premises  have  been  found 
to  be  kept  clean  at  all  times  and  are  most  satisfactory. 

One  hundred  and  one  shops  sell  prepacked  ice-cream  and 
regular  visits  have  been  made  to  these  premises,  and  in  all  cases  they 
have  been  found  to  be  in  a clean  and  satisfactory  condition. 

CLEAN  FOOD  EDUCATION. 

As  mentioned  in  previous  years,  no  Clean  Food  Guild  is  estab- 
lished in  the  area.  As  in  the  past,  lectures  have  been  given  by  the 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  to  local  bodies  on  food  and  food 
hygiene.  Judging  by  the  attendance  at  these  lectures,  and  the 
questions  asked,  it  is  apparent  that  the  housewife  of  today  is 
increasingly  aware  of  the  need  for  clean  food  and  a high  standard  of 
hygiene.  I would  consider  these  lectures  to  be  well  worth  while. 

FOOD  PREMISES. 

The  following  table  gives  the  types  of  food  premises  in  the 


Urban  District 

Type  Number 

Bakehouses  ....  ....  ....  2 

Food  Manufacturing  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Food  Packing  ....  ....  ....  2 

Food  Storing  ....  ....  ....  17 

Catering  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  23 

Grocery  and  Provision  ....  ....  ....  29 

Butcher 15 

Fishmonger  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  3 

Fish  Fryer  ....  ....  10 

Fruiterer  and  Greengrocer  ....  ....  ....  11 

General  Dealer  51 

Confectioner  ....  28 

Licensed  Premises  46 


Miscellaneous  Premises  not  mentioned  above  16 
Registered  Premises. 

Potted,  Pressed,  Pickled,  or  Preserved  Food 

Premises  18 

Ice-cream  Premises  101 

Regular  inspections  of  all  premises  have  been  carried  out. 
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Food  Flygiene  Regulations. 

Again  considerable  time  has  been  spent  on  this  subject.  Standards 
still  continue  to  improve  and  shopkeepers  have  been  most  co-operative 
in  helping  to  provide  a higher  standard. 


FOOD  HYGIENE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS,  1960 


Trade 
carried  on 

No.  of 
Premises 

No. 

fitted  to 
comply 
with 

Reg.  16 

No. 

to  which 
Reg.  19 
applies 

No. 

fitted  to 
comply 
with 

Reg.  19 

Bakehouses 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Food  Manufacturing 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Food  Packing 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Food  Storing 

17 

17 

17 

17 

Catering  .... 

23 

23 

23 

23 

Grocery  and  Provision  . ... 

29 

29 

29 

29 

Butcher 

15 

15 

15 

15 

Fishmonger 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Fish  Fryer.... 

10 

10 

10 

10 

Fruiterer  and  Greengrocer 

11 

11 

11 

11 

General  Dealer  .... 

51 

51 

51 

51 

Confectioner 

28 

28 

28 

28 

Licensed  Premises 
MiscellaneousPremises  not 

46 

46 

46 

46 

mentioned  above 

16 

16 

16 

15 
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SUMMARY  OF  WORK  CARRIED  OUT 
DURING  THE  YEAR 


Notices 

Served 


Cleanliness  of  equipment,  etc.  ....  ....  7 

Protection  of  food  from  contamination  ....  4 

Drainage  of  food  premises  ....  ....  ....  1 

Provision  of  sinks  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Sanitary  conveniences ....  ....  ....  ....  5 

Provision  of  “ Wash  Hands  ” notices  ....  9 

Provision  of  hot/cold  water  ....  ....  ....  3 

Provision  of  wash  basins  ....  5 

Provision  of  soap,  towels,  nail-brushes,  etc 14 

Provision  of  First  Aid  materials  ....  ....  12 

Provision  of  accommodation,  etc.,  for  clothing  1 

Cleanliness  and  repair,  etc.,  of  food  rooms  ....  7 

Lighting  5 

Storage  of  refuse  ....  ....  ....  ....  3 


77 


Notices 

Complied 

With 

7 

4 
2 
1 

5 
9 
1 
4 

14 

12 

1 

6 
4 
3 

73 
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FOOD  SAMPLING 


List  of  Samples  taken  in  the  Urban  District  during  1969 

I am  indebted  to  the  Durham  County  Council  Weights  and 
Measures  Office,  Chester-le-Street,  for  details  of  samples  taken  by 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  during  the  year. 


Article 

No. 

Result  of 
Analysis 

Type 

Observations 

Milk 

...  24 

Genuine 

Formal 

Custard  Powder 

...  2 

3? 

33 

Custard 

. 1 

35 

33 

Angel  Delight 

1 

33 

35 

Sweet  Magic  . 

. . 2 

33 

Informal 

Cheese  (New  Zealand) 

1 

33 

Formal 

Cheese  (Processed)  . .. 

1 

33 

33 

Eggs 

. . 2 

33 

Informal 

Mixed  Vegetables 

3 

33 

Formal 

Sliced  Green  Beans  . 

1 

33 

33 

Butter  Beans  . . 

. 3 

33 

33 

Cut  Green  Beans 

..  1 

33 

33 

Whole  Green  Beans  . 

...  1 

33 

33 

Garden  Peas  .. 

...  2 

33 

35 

Marrowfat  Peas 

1 

33 

33 

Split  Peas 

1 

33 

33 

Dried  Peas 

1 

33 

33 

Seed  Tapioca 

7 

35 

33 

Alacaroni  Shell 

1 

33 

33 

Macaroni  Shapes 

1 

33 

33 

Carrots 

...  4 

33 

33 

Steamed  Detroit  Beetroot 

1 

3 3 

33 

Asparagus  Spears 

...  1 

33 

33 

Celery  Hearts 

. 1 

33 

33 

Bamboo  Shoots 

1 

33 

33 

Stewed  Steak  . .. 

1 

33 

Informal 

Irish  Stew 

1 

33 

33 

Steak  and  Onions 

1 

33 

33 

Frozen  Minced  Beef.  .. 

1 

33 

53 

Hamburgers  and  Gravy 

. 1 

33 

Formal 

Mincemeat 

1 

Genuine 

Informal 

Mince  and  Onion  Pie 

1 

33 

33 

Braised  Oxtail 

. 1 

33 

33 

White  Sauce  Mix 

1 

33 

Formal 

Savoury  Batter  Mix  . 

. ..  1 

53 

33 

Curry  Sauce  Mix 

..  1 

33 

33 

Bread  Sauce  Alix 

....  1 

33 

33 

Alinute  Gravy  Mix  . . 

1 

33 

33 

Gravy  Salt 

1 

33 

33 

Malt  Vinegar .... 

....  4 

33 

33 

57 


Samples — continued 


Result  of 


Article  No. 

Analysis 

Type 

Non-Brewed  Condiment 

1 

Genuine 

Informal 

Non-Brewed  Condiment 

1 

Formal 

Veg.  Casserole  and  Chicken 

1 

35 

Informal 

Chick.  Casserole  & Dumplings 

1 

55 

55 

Fish  Cakes 

1 

55 

Formal 

Fish  Fingers  . 

1 

55 

Informal 

Thousand  Island  Dressing  .... 

1 

55 

55 

Salad  Cream 

1 

55 

55 

Pease  Pudding 

1 

55 

Formal 

Gherkins  in  V inegar ... 

1 

55 

55 

Oxtail  Soup  ... 

1 

55 

55 

Crumpets 

1 

55 

55 

Chocolate  Meringue  Pie 

1 

55 

Informal 

Kunzle  Cup  . 

1 

55 

Formal 

Iced  Tea  Loaf 

1 

55 

Informal 

Tea  Fingers  ..  . 

1 

55 

Formal 

Curl  Brandy  Snap 

1 

55 

55 

Fairy  Cakes  .... 

1 

55 

55 

Pure  Almond  Marzipan 

1 

55 

55 

Bun  Flour 

1 

55 

55 

Cornets 

1 

55 

Informal 

Tea 

1 

55 

Formal 

Tea  Bags 

2 

55 

55 

Instant  Coffee 

1 

55 

55 

Jaffa  Orange  Drink  . 

1 

55 

55 

Australian  Sultanas  . 

1 

55 

55 

Toffee  Apples 

1 

55 

Informal 

Licorice  T elephones 

1 

55 

Formal 

Fruit  and  Nut  Fudge 

1 

55 

55 

Cheetas 

1 

55 

55 

Double- Strength  Mints 

1 

55 

55 

Extra  Creamy  Fruits 

1 

55 

55 

Popscotch  Popcorn  ..  . 

1 

55 

55 

Vikelp 

1 

55 

55 

Bile  Beans 

1 

55 

55 

Children’s  Aspirin  . .. 

1 

55 

55 

Salt  

1 

55 

55 

CONSUMER  PROTECTION  ACT 

Child’s  Counting  Frame  . Complied  with  regulations 
Car-carrying  Flat  Truck  Complied  with  regulations 


Observations 
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